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November 14, 2005

To:
DDD’s Policy Advisory Committee Members


CEARC 


Self-Determination Advisory Committee Members


CCB Executive Directors


Self-Advocate Advisory Council


Service Provider Organizations

From:  Fred L. DeCrescentis

Re:
December 14, 2005 Meeting

Date:  November 14, 2005

Many of you received an e-mail from Bill Baesman, Executive Director, Arc of Colorado, dated November 11, 2005 expressing his concern that: “…the advisory committees will not be afforded the opportunity to provide input because DDD is submitting the waiver amendments to HCPF the 1st of December.” 

As you may know, all new waivers, including waiver amendments, must now meet new provisions from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) entitled: “Application for a 1915 (c) HCBS Waiver: HCBS Waiver Application Version 3.3”.  One of the requisites within the 100-page document to be submitted for each of our three waiver amendments is entitled “Public Input” which states: “Describe how the state secures public input into the development of the waiver.”  

Colorado’s response, via the Division for Developmental Disabilities, is that for the past two years it has received public input from regularly scheduled meetings with its Self-Determination Advisory Committee, Policy Advisory Committee, Self-Advocate Advisory Committee, the twenty-Community Centered Boards and Service Provider Organizations.  

During the development of the draft “Colorado’s Self-Determination Process”, constituents have been kept up to date through revisions to the Self-Determination Outline document.

DDD is responsible to draft its recommended amendments to the waivers that include input received from its constituents.  The amendments will be submitted to the Department of Health Care, Policy and Financing (HCPF) for their review and approval as the Single Medicaid State Agency and subsequent submission to CMS for federal approval.

Waiver amendments are now being prepared for the Children’s Extensive Support (CES), Supported Living Services (SLS) and Comprehensive Services waivers to reflect many of the recommendations received from the aforementioned entities, as well as to meet those provisions of House Bill 05-1243, which also went through a public review and comment process during the legislative session.  

In line with the Self-Determination Outline, some of the key waiver amendments relative to Self-Determination that DDD intends to propose include:

· Self-Advocates, legal guardians or their designee will have the option to chair/facilitate his/her own planning team;

· Self-Advocates or legal guardians will have the opportunity to participate in the resource allocation process;

· Self-Advocates or legal guardians will have individual budgets; initially, beginning with

 
      the Supported Living Support waiver;

· Self-Advocates or legal guardians will be able to access year-to-date balance reports of his/her budget;

· Self-Advocates or legal guardians will have the authority to hire and fire qualified individual support staff; or choose to relocate with their resource, to another provider agency of their choosing who is willing and qualified to provide needed services;

· Information will be available on the internet for self-advocates, legal guardians and others about provider resources to enable them to make more informed choices; and

· The Comprehensive Service waiver will have an option for self-advocates to remain in their family’s home and receive services.

Additionally, and in response to H.B. 05-1243, the SLS, Comprehensive Services and CES waivers will have a provision that allows family members to be paid to provide attendant support services.   

As you may recall, DDD distributed information in August 2005 showing the impact of House Bill 05-1243 and identifying those elements of the Self-Determination Outline that would not be feasible to implement at this time.

In addition, though not a part of the waiver amendment process, DDD has been working with the Self-Advocate Advisory Council to write a supplement to the Self-Determination process, using terms they’ve identified in order to make it more easily understood and used by self-advocates and families.    

DDD does believe that its constituents have had extensive opportunities to provide input into the waiver amendments.  The actual technical writing of the waiver amendments is not a process that is practical to complete through a committee process.  The meeting scheduled for December 14th   is to brief all interested members of DDD’s constituency about the amendments presently being written, not to seek further recommendations or approval.  HCPF has requested that DDD submit its waiver amendments to them on or before December 1st.   DDD has every intention of meeting this request.

DDD wants to recognize and thank the many individuals who have over the past two years, provided the Division with their expertise and comments.  Thank you.
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